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DENTISTRY anp DENTAL ASSISTING
Board Meeting Minutes FINAL
September 26, 2025, 8:30am

Future Inns, Halifax

Present

Board Members

Dr. Sunita Sharma, Chair
Dr. Sachin Seth, Vice-Chair
Dr. Russell MacSween
Dr. Tim Silver

Dr. Erin Hennessey

Dr. Asile El-Darahali

Dr. Scott Schofield

Mr. Greg Fevens

Mr. David Melvin

Ms. Michelle Fowler

Staff

Dr. Doug Mackey (Registrar)

Dr. Curtis Gregoire (Deputy Registrar)

Ms. Jane Donovan (Executive Assistant)

Ms. Edna Longaphy (Administrative Assistant)

Observer
Ms. Lynda Foran (NSDAA Executive Director)




Agenda Item Discussion/Motion/Action

1.0 | Call to Order; Acknowledgement of Land and Equity The Chair called the meeting to order at 8:30 am and proclaimed a
land acknowledgement. The Chair then explained that the meeting
would be conducted in accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order and
verified quorum.

2.0 2.1 Board Charter The Chair reviewed the newly adopted NSRDDA Board Charter,

2.2 Expectations of Board Members ExpeFtahons of Board Members, and Values and Code of Conduct
Policies.
2.3 Values and Code of Conduct Policy
(as approved by the NSRDDA Board on August 28, 2025)

3.0 Introductions Dr. Sharma welcomed and introduced Ms. Lynda Foran, Executive
Director of the Nova Scotia Dental Assistants’ Association.

4.0 | Conflict of Interest Declarations The Chair asked if anyone had a conflict of interest with any of the
agenda items or were aware of any others who may have a conflict
of interest. None was identified.

5.0 | Approval of Agenda The Chair asked if there were any additions to the agenda. None was
identified.

MOTION 2025-53: “That the agenda be approved as presented.”
G. Fevens / D. Melvin
Carried
6.0 | Approval of Board Meeting Minutes May 30, 2025 MOTION 2025-54: “That the minutes of the May 30, 2025 Board meeting

be approved as presented.”
M. Fowler / E. Hennessy
Carried




Agenda Item

Discussion/Motion/Action

7.0

Review of Electronic Votes Since the May 30, 2025 In-Person
Meeting

Motion 2025-44: “That the Commercial Insurance Policy
through Intact Insurance Company be approved at an
annual premium of $1533 for the period of May 1, 2025 to
May 1, 2026.”

D. Melvin / S. Seth
Carried July 7, 2025

Motion 2025-45: “That the Cyber Risk Liability Insurance
through BrokerLink Inc be approved at an annual premium
of $1627 for the period of May 6, 2025 to May 6, 2026.”

D. Melvin / S. Seth
Carried July 7, 2025

Motion 2025-46: “That the Fitness-to-Practise eligibility
criteria be approved as circulated on July 21, 2025.”

S. Seth / D. Melvin
Carried July 24, 2025




Agenda Item

Discussion/Motion/Action

Motion 2025-47: “That the PDBNS Annual Report (V11) be
approved as presented.”

R. MacSween / S. Seth
Carried July 30, 2025

Motion 2025-48: “That the PDBNS 2024 Annual Report be
approved as amended.”

Note: The original submission of the Annual Report was
missing a paragraph that was under review from legal
counsel to contextualize the multiple open/unresolved
complaints against one registrant as is now incorporated on
page 18 of the updated version of the Annual Report.

S. Seth / D. Melvin
Carried August 7, 2025

Motion 2025-49: “That the Terms of Reference for the
Statutory Committees and the Eligibility Criteria for Board
Appointments to the Board and Statutory Committees be
approved as presented on August 14, 2025.”

S. Seth / D. Melvin
Carried August 14, 2025



https://nsrdda.ca/publications/post/annual-report-2024/
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Motion 2025-50: “That the following policy documents be
approved as presented on August 26, 2025:

Annual Business Planning

Board and Statutory Committee Orientation and
Education

Board Charter

Board Evaluation

Committee Structure
Communications

Expectations of Board Members
Position Description Board Chair
Strategic Planning

Values and Ethical Conduct

D. Melvin / R. MacSween
Carried August 28, 2025

Motion 2025-51: “That the Complaint Process video for

public education (version 4) as presented on September 1,

2025 be approved for publication on the NSRDDA
website.”

M. Fowler / R. MacSween
Carried September 4, 2025
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Motion 2025-52: “"That Dr. Clare Champoux, Dr. Sarah

Foley, Dr. Tom Raddall, and Ms. Susan Wedlake be

reappointed to the Complaints Committee effective
September 8, 2025 and that Dr. Clare Champoux be

reappointed Chair."

R. MacSween / G. Fevens
Carried September 5, 2025

8.0 Licensing Report Ms. Donovan reviewed the current registration and licensing
statistics. She gave an overview of the significant number of dentists
and dental assistants registered in 2025.
Of note is the fact that there have been 74 dental assistants
registered and licensed since January 2025. Eighteen of those were
internationally trained dentists, five came from another province,
and the rest were new graduates.
Year DDS Students DAs Corporations
2025 (September 15, 2025) 629 21 841 381
2024 (Dec 31, 2024) 605 17 837 369
2023 (Dec 31, 2023) 594 17 836 385
2022 (Dec 31, 2022) 580 19 822 410
9.0 Dalhousie University Faculty of Dentistry Dean's Report Dr. Davis’ report was shared for information.
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10.0

Nova Scotia Dental Association (NSDA) Report

A report from the NSDA was presented for information.

11.0

Nova Scotia Dental Assistants’ Association (NSDAA) Report

Ms. Lynda Foran gave a verbal update on recent NSDAA activities.
She also shared the NSDAA’s concerns about the upcoming
requirement for registrants to obtain BLS certification annually.

Board members shared their perspectives on the importance of all
clinical staff to keep these vital skills fresh.

12.0

Registrar’s Report

12.1  Statutory Committee Update

(a) Complaints

(b) Professional Conduct (formerly Discipline)

(c) Continuing Competence (formerly MCDE)

(d) Practice Review (formerly Dental Practice
Review)

(e) Registration and Licensing Review (formerly

Registration Appeal)

12.2  External organizations (Verbal)

12.3 Update on Migration to New Legislation (Verbal)

12.4 Update on Governance Policy Revision (Verbal)

12.4.1 Quality Assurance Program for Regulator
Performance (Verbal)

12.5 Operational Efficiencies

Dr. Mackey’s report highlighted the recent activities of the various
Statutory Committees.

Attendance at meetings of various external organizations was
reviewed.

A verbal status update was given on:
e various aspects of the recent migration under the Regulated
Health Professions Act (RHPA);
e the ongoing governance policy review, and
e the DHW’s Quality Assurance Policy for Regulatory
Performance.



http://nsrdda.alinityapp.com/Client/PersonGroup/OpenDoc/1000608?ts=20250918110854
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13.0

Chair’s Report

Dr. Sharma had provided a written report. She verbally thanked the
Registrar, Deputy Registrar, other staff, and Board members for the
unprecedented amount work they have done on document
development, review, finalization and approval.

Dr. Sharma shared an overview of the presentation which she and Dr.
Mackey delivered at the NSDA AGM in June.

Lastly Dr. Sharma shared highlights of her attendance at a meeting
of the Canadian Dental Regulatory Authorities Federation (CDRAF) in
Edmonton in August and her plans to attend the upcoming
regulatory convention to be hosted by the Canadian Network of
Agencies of Regulation (CNAR) in Calgary in October.

14.0

Board Committee Reports

14.1

Human Resources and Governance

(a) Overview of Human Resources
and Governance Activities
(Verbal)

(b) Appointments and
Reappointments MOTIONS

HR and Governance Chair, Mr. David Melvin, gave an overview of the recent activities of

the Committee.

Several motions flowed from the work of this Committee.

MOTION 2025-55: “That the “Eligibility Criteria for Appointment to the NSRDDA Board
and Statutory Committees” and the Terms of Reference for all NSRDDA Statutory
Committees be amended to reflect the requirement that registrant members “have been
licensed for a minimum of five years in their profession in Nova Scotia or at the
discretion of the Board.”

D. Melvin / S. Schofield

Carried



http://nsrdda.alinityapp.com/Client/PersonGroup/OpenDoc/1000596?ts=20250916035802
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MOTION 2025-56: “That Dr. Glenda Ross be reappointed to the Complaints Committee
for a three-year term effective September 26, 2025.”

D. Melvin / T. Silver

Carried

MOTION 2025-57: “That the following individuals be appointed to Committees for three-
year terms as per the table below effective September 26, 2025:

Committee \ Appointee

Complaints Committee Dr. Russell MacSween
Dr. Claire Persaud
Ms. Melanie MaclLean (DA)

Professional Conduct Committee Dr. Deanna Sharpe

Practice Review Committee Ms. Zoey Phillips (DA)

Continuing Competence Committee Dr. Allister Mason

Registration and Licensing Committee Dr. Haider Al-Waeli (Chair)
Dr. lan Ross

Dr. Reem Rostom
Ms. Susan Wedlake (Public)

Registration and Licensing Review
Committee

Fitness-to-Practise Committee Dr. Debora Matthews (Chair)
Dr. Muad Ali

Dr. Terry Ackles

Ms. Melanie MacLean (DA)
Ms. Hannah Dunn (Public)
Reinstatement Committee Dr. Terry Ackles (Chair)

Dr. Pierre-Luc Michaud

Ms. Erin Maclntyre (DA)
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E. Hennessy / S. Schofield
Carried

MOTION 2025-58: “That Dr. Chris A. Baker be appointed Vice-chair of the Professional
Conduct Committee.”

Asile El-Darahali / R. MacSween

Carried

14.2

Finance and Audit Committee

MOTION to go in camera

(a) Financials to August 31, 2024
(b) Proposed 2026 Budget and Updated Fees MOTION | MOTION 2025: “That the 2026 Budget be approved as presented

MOTION 2025-59: “That the meeting be moved in camera.”
Asile El-Darahali / G. Fevens
Carried

(c) Directors and Officers Errors and Omissions reflecting a 5% increase in dentist licensing fees, no change to
Insurance (Document not available by deadline) dental assistant licensing fees, and a 7% increase in professional
MOTION corporation fees.”

(d) Travel Insurance MOTION

MOTION to end the in camera session

T. Silver / G. Fevens
Carried

MOTION 2025-60: “That the Directors and Officers Errors and
Omissions Insurance policy at the cost of $34,385 + HST for the
period of October 5, 2025 to October 5, 2026 be approved.”

T. Silver / A. El-Darahali

Carried
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MOTION 2025-61: “That the Travel Insurance policy at a cost of
$1500 for the period of October 5, 2025 to October 5, 2026 be
approved.”

T. Silver / E. Hennessy

Carried

MOTION 2025-62: “That the in camera session be ended.”
G. Fevens / R. MacSween
Carried

14.3

Standards and Guidelines Committee

(a) Schedule for Review of Standards and Guidelines

(b) Standard re: Virtual Care (Direction)

(c) Standard re: Treatment Planning and Informed
Consent for Orthodontics (Direction)

(d) Standard re: Arrangements for Follow-up Care

(Direction)

The Review Schedule for NSRDDA Practice Standards, Guidelines,
and Policies was reviewed.

The Registrar pointed to the future development of a Standard of
Practice Regarding Virtual Care.

The Registrar shared concerns which have risen through complaints
and discussions with registrants regarding:

e Some instances of inadequate examination and consideration
of patients’ overall oral oral health prior to the initiating
orthodontic treatment, and

e Some instances where dentists may not be providing their
“regular” patients with adequate information on how after-
hours emergencies can be managed.

ACTION: The Board directed that, rather than developing new
standards or policies, the Registrar will include attestations on
these matters in the upcoming licence renewals for dentists.




Agenda Item
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15.0

Old Business

15.1

Policy on Registration and Licensing for Dentists Academic
License

The Registrar shared that no further progress has been made on the
development of this policy.

Action: The Registrar will continue work on this as time permits
following the DHW QAP submission deadline.

15.2

Policy on Advanced Practice Designation for Dental
Assistants - Orthodontics and Prosthodontics

The Registrar shared that no further progress has been made on the
development of this policy.

Action: The Registrar will continue work on this as time permits
following the DHW QAP submission deadline.

15.3

Recognition of Dental Anesthesia as a Dental Specialty

The Board discussed its position on whether to amend NSRDDA
Bylaws to recognize dental anesthesia as a specialty. There was not
unanimity among Board members. This matter will be revisited at a
future meeting.

ACTION: The Registrar will prepare a more fulsome overview
package of considerations related to this for the benefit of Board
members who were not on the Board when this was previously
considered. This will be presented at either the November 2025 or
the February 2026 Board meeting.

16.0

New Business

16.1

Communications from the Nova Scotia Dental Assistants’
Association (NSDAA) July 2025

e July 30, 2025 email from the NSDAA President to the
NSRDDA and the Minister of Health and Wellness
(Subject: Immediate Action Required — Unlicensed
Individuals Working in Dental Offices)

MOTION 2025-63: “That the meeting be moved in camera.”
G. Fevens /S. Seth
Carried



http://nsrdda.alinityapp.com/Client/PersonGroup/OpenDoc/1000590?ts=20250914071919
http://nsrdda.alinityapp.com/Client/PersonGroup/OpenDoc/1000590?ts=20250914071919
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e July 30, 2025 email from the NSDAA President to
numerous stakeholders (Subject: Realities Facing
Dental Assistants Impacting Oral Health Workforce) | ACTION: The Registrar and Chair will prepare a response to send

e NSDAA 2025 Workplace Survey, and the NSRDDA.
o NSDAA Workplace Infographic
e September 2025 Correspondence with NSDAA
President Regarding Board Vacancy and Future
Composition MOTION 2025-64: “That in camera session be ended.”
R. MacSween / E. Hennessy
Carried

16.3 | NSRDHDTD Requirements for Permits for Dental Laboratory | The Registrar gave an overview of the new NSRDHDTD process
Technologists (DLTs) requiring permits for DLTSs.

17.0 | Correspondence The Board reviewed correspondence from a dental assistant
requesting that the NSRDDA advocate for the inclusion of dental

(a) Communication re “Closing the WCB Registration i d ’ )
assistants in the workers’ compensation framework.

Gap for Dental Clinics”

Board members were unanimous that this is a member services
matter.

ACTION: The Registrar will reply to the dental assistant.

18.0 | Upcoming Meeting Dates

e Friday, November 28, 2025
e Friday, February 27, 2026

e Friday, May 29, 2026

e Friday, September 25, 2026
e Friday, November 27, 2026




Agenda Item Discussion/Motion/Action
19.0 MOTION to go in camera MOTION 2025-65: “That the meeting be moved in camera.”
G. Fevens / S. Seth
Carried
20.0 MOTION to adjourn MOTION 2025-66: “That meeting be adjourned.”
R. MacSween / E. Hennessy
Carried
Approved,
Dr. Sunita Sharma, NSRDDA Chair November 28, 2025




