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Dental  Act  Amended  
On  May  1,  2014  a  legislative  amendment  to  the  Dental  Act  received  Royal  Assent  making  the  Dental  Board  a  body  

corporate.  This  amendment  has  effect  on  and  after  September  8,  1992.  
  

The  Board  is  in  the  process  of  undertaking  a  full  review  of  the  Dental  Act  (1992)  and  the  Regulations  pursuant  to  
the  Act  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  it  up  to  date  with  other  regulated  health  professions  legislation.    

  
Licensing  Report  

As  of  the  May  30,  2014  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Dental  Board  the  number  of  licensed  dentists,  students,  
assistants  and  corporations  are:    

Year      DDS      Students      RDA      Corporations  
2014      548                  11           757                      400  

2013      561                  11           790                      407  
2012      556                  10           780                      381  

2011        537                      9           735                      369  
  

Appointments    
The  following  Functional  Committee  re-­‐appointments  were  performed  at  the  May  30,  2014  meeting  of  the  Dental  

Board:  
  

Complaints  Committee:  Dr.  John  Christie  was  reappointed  as  Chair  and  Ms.  Natalie  Penney  was  reappointed  as  a  
dental  assistant  representative  to  the  Complaints  Committee.  

  
Discipline  Committee:  Ms.  Angela  Worsley  was  reappointed  as  a  dental  assistant  representative  and  Mr.  Rod  

Desborough  was  reappointed  as  a  public  member  to  the  Discipline  Committee.    
  

Consultant  
Dr.  Simone  Abbass  has  resigned  from  the  Complaints  Committee  in  order  to  assume  her  position  as  consultant  for  

investigating  complaints.  The  Registrar  is  currently  investigating  a  complex  complaint  requiring  the  assistance  of  a  
consultant  in  order  to  bring  it  before  the  Complaints  Committee.    

drugs.  This  will  stress  to  licensees  the  value  and  importance  of  PMP  resources  and  promote  dentist  engagement  in  

using  PMP  resources.    
  

Also,  in  2015  the  Dental  Board  has  given  direction  to  the  Registrar  to  obtain  prescriber  profiles  for  controlled  drugs  
from  the  PMP  for  dentists  who  will  receive  site  visits  as  a  component  of  the  DPR  audit.  Reviewing  the  prescriber  

profile  for  controlled  drugs  adds  another  layer  of  security  in  the  realm  of  public  protection  for  controlled  drugs.  
  

Governor  in  Council  Appointments  to  the  Provincial  Dental  Board  
The  agencies,  boards  and  commissions  (ABCs)  for  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia  is  open  for  applications  to  serve  on  

non-­‐adjudicative  ABCs.  The  Provincial  Dental  Board  of  Nova  Scotia  is  a  non-­‐adjudicative  ABC  with  three  dentist,  
two  public  and  one  dental  assistant  members  appointed  by  Governor  in  Council.    

  
  

For  information  please  contact:  
Website:  novascotia.ca/exec_council/abc  

Call:  902-­‐424-­‐4877  
Email:  execcounc@gov.ns.ca  

  
Appeal  

A  dental  assistant  lodged  an  appeal  for  reimbursement  of  the  $101.00  reinstatement  fee  charged  for  late  payment  
of  her  dental  assistant  licensing  fee.  After  careful  consideration  and  thoughtful  discussion  the  Board  reversed  the  

decision  to  charge  the  reinstatement  fee.  The  appellant  was  reimbursed  the  $101.00  by  the  Dental  Board.    
  

Provincial  Dental  Board  Review  and  Comments  on  Legislative  Amendments:  Denturist  Act  
The  Provincial  Dental  Board  had  the  opportunity  to  review  and  provide  commentary  on  the  draft  legislative  

amendments  to  the  Denturist  Act  to  the  Denturists’  Licensing  Board.  The  Dental  Board  is  pleased  that  the  
Denturists’  Licensing  Board  agreed  with  the  Board’s  expert’s  recommendations  and  addressed  these  concerns  in  

the  current  draft  of  the  Denturist  Act.  
  

Provincial  Dental  Board  Review  and  Comments  on  Legislative  Amendments:  Dental  Technologists  Act  
The  Nova  Scotia  Dental  Technicians  Association  (NSDTA)  requested  the  Provincial  Dental  Board  to  review  and  

comment  on  its  draft  legislative  amendments.  The  Dental  Board  sought  expert  opinion  and  provided  to  the  NSDTA    
its  comments  on  the  draft  legislation.    

  
Prescription  Monitoring  Program:  July  2014  Bulletin  

Please  find  enclosed  the  July  2014  edition  of  the  PMP  Bulletin.  This  publication  is  useful  for  PMP  updates.  
  

  
Respectfully  submitted,  

  

  
Dr.  Martin  Gillis,  Registrar  



Board  Committee  Reports  
Finance  and  Audit  Committee  

Dr.  Lee  Erickson,  Chair,  provided  a  financial  update  to  the  Board  and  Ms.  Carolyn  Mercer  representing  Grant  
Thornton  provided  the  auditor’s  report.  The  Dental  Board  approved  the  Financial  Statements  for  2013.      

  
Human  Resources  Committee  

Dr.  Clare  Champoux,  Chair,  provided  an  update  on  the  projects  her  committee  is  involved  with  such  as  a  strategic  
planning  session  for  2015.  Mr.  Jean  St.    Amand,  QB  Marketing,    provided  a  demonstration  of  the  website  his  

company  is  developing  for  the  Dental  Board.    It  is  anticipated  that  the  website  will  launch  in  the  summer/fall  2014.    
  

Governance  Committee  
Dr.  Dave  Dignan,  Chair,  provided  an  update  on  the  policies  and  guidelines  his  committee  is  involved  with:  

  

• Dental  Radiography  and  CBCT  
• Cooperation  with  the  Dental  Board  
• Guidelines  for  Ending  the  Dentist-­‐Patient  Relationship  
• Policy:  Criteria  for  Re-­‐licensure  for  Dentists,  Dental  Specialists,  and  Dental  Assistants  

  
The  Guidelines  for  Ending  the  Dentist  –Patient  Relationship  and  the  Policy:  Criteria  for  Re-­‐licensure  for  Dentists,  

Dental  Specialists  and  Dental  Assistants  Not  Meeting  Continuous  Practice  Requirements    have  been  approved  by  
the  Dental  Board  and  copies  are  enclosed  with  this  edition  of  Board  Business.  

  
Functional  Committee  Reports  

Complaints  Committee  
The  Complaints  Committee  held  meetings  on  February  17,  2014,  March  24,  2014  and  May  8,  2014.  The  decisions  

rendered  at  these  meetings  are  as  follows:  
  

February  17,  2014:      
Case  1:  Deliberation  and  decision  for  a  case  tabled  on  January  24,  2014.  Letter  of  Counsel;  publish  on  a  no-­‐name  

basis.  
Case  2:  Dismissed,  publish  on  a  no-­‐name  basis.  

Case  3:  Decision  tabled  for  deliberation  and  decision  at  a  later  date.  
  

March  24,  2014:  
Case  1:    Decision  tabled  for  deliberation  and  decision  at  a  later  date.  

Case  2:  Letter  of  Caution,  publish  on  a  no-­‐name  basis.  
  

May  8,  2014:    
Case  1:  Deliberation  and  decision  for  a  case  tabled  on  February  17,  2014.  Letter  of  Caution;  publish  on  a  no-­‐name  

basis.  
Case  2:  Deliberation  and  decision  for  a  case  tabled  on  March  24,  2014.  Letter  of  Reprimand;  publish  on  a  no-­‐name  

basis.  

Discipline  Committee  

The  Disciplinary  Hearing  scheduled  for  June  5-­‐7,  2014  was  postponed  due  to  personal  reasons  at  the  request  of  the  
defendant’s  legal  counsel.  

  
Mandatory  Continuing  Dental  Education  (MDCE)  Committee  

Audit  
The  MCDE  audit  was  held  on  February  7,  2014  for  the  three  year  cycle  ending  December  31,  2013.  A  random  

sample  of  seven  dentists  and  eleven  dental  assistants  were  selected  to  participate  in  the  audit.    Following  review  
of  the  submitted  documents  the  Committee  found  the  following:  

  
Dentists:  Three  dentists  had  incomplete  audits  which  were  returned  to  the  dentists  with  the  request  to  properly  

complete  the  audit.    The  dentists  provided  the  required  information  and  have  now  successfully  completed  their  
audits.    

  
Dental  Assistants:  Three  dental  assistants  had  incomplete  audits  which  were  returned  to  the  dental  assistants  with  

the  request  to  properly  complete  the  audit  by  the  April  30,  2014  licensing  deadline.  Two  dental  assistants  
completed  the  audit;  one  was  struck  from  the  Register  for  not  having  sufficient  MCDE  credit  hours  by  the  licensing  

deadline.      
  

Dental  Societies:  Reporting  to  Members  
A  letter  was  sent  to  the  dental  society  presidents  describing  the  importance  of  clarity  when  reporting  MCDE  hours  

for  its  members.    A  template  document  accompanied  the  letter  outlining  the  information  which  needs  be  provided  
to  society  members  for  reporting  MCDE  hours.  A  clear  and  accurate  reporting  of  hours  is  necessary  to  ensure  

licensees  do  not  encounter  difficulty  with  the  audit  process.  
  

CPR  
The  Committee  noted  that  several  licensees  submitted  audit  information  which  did  not  have  the  CPR  course  

requirement.    It  was  decided  by  the  Committee  that  the  three  year  audit  cycle  ending  December  31,  2013  would  
serve  as  a  grace  period  and  that  future  audit  cycles  will  have  the  CPR  course  requirement  enforced.  A  failure  to  

provide  proof  of  the  CPR  requirement  would  mean  an  incomplete  MCDE  status  and  being  struck  from  the  Register  
if  the  CPR  course  is  not  completed  by  the  licensing  deadline.  

  
Dental  Practice  Review  (DPR)  Committee  

Audit  
A  stratified  random  sample  of  dentists  was  selected  to  participate  in  the  2015  audit.  The  DPR  Committee  reviewed  

the  self-­‐assessment  questionnaires  on  March  21,  2014.  Reports  were  issued  to  the  participants  either  notifying  the  
dentists  to  provide  additional  information  to  the  Committee  or  informing  the  dentists  of  their  successful  

completion  of  the  audit.  A  second  stratified  random  sample  of  the  dentists  who  participated  in  the  self-­‐assessment  
survey  were  selected  for  site  visits.  The  DPR  site  visits  should  be  completed  by  October  31,  2014.  

  
Dental  Practice  Review  Amendments  for  2015  

The  Registrar  conveyed  to  the  Board  the  availability  of  Prescription  Monitoring  Program  (PMP)  resources  which  
could  be  utilized  in  DPR  audits.  As  a  result  he  Dental  Board  has  agreed  to  add  a  question  to  the  2015  DPR  self-­‐

assessment  questionnaire  asking  licensed  dentists  if  they  are  enrolled  in  the  Prescription  Monitoring  Program  
(PMP)  resource  tool  “E-­‐access”  for  the  purpose  of  checking  the  prescription  profiles  of  patients  for  controlled    



Board  Committee  Reports  
Finance  and  Audit  Committee  

Dr.  Lee  Erickson,  Chair,  provided  a  financial  update  to  the  Board  and  Ms.  Carolyn  Mercer  representing  Grant  
Thornton  provided  the  auditor’s  report.  The  Dental  Board  approved  the  Financial  Statements  for  2013.      

  
Human  Resources  Committee  

Dr.  Clare  Champoux,  Chair,  provided  an  update  on  the  projects  her  committee  is  involved  with  such  as  a  strategic  
planning  session  for  2015.  Mr.  Jean  St.    Amand,  QB  Marketing,    provided  a  demonstration  of  the  website  his  

company  is  developing  for  the  Dental  Board.    It  is  anticipated  that  the  website  will  launch  in  the  summer/fall  2014.    
  

Governance  Committee  
Dr.  Dave  Dignan,  Chair,  provided  an  update  on  the  policies  and  guidelines  his  committee  is  involved  with:  

  

• Dental  Radiography  and  CBCT  
• Cooperation  with  the  Dental  Board  
• Guidelines  for  Ending  the  Dentist-­‐Patient  Relationship  
• Policy:  Criteria  for  Re-­‐licensure  for  Dentists,  Dental  Specialists,  and  Dental  Assistants  

  
The  Guidelines  for  Ending  the  Dentist  –Patient  Relationship  and  the  Policy:  Criteria  for  Re-­‐licensure  for  Dentists,  

Dental  Specialists  and  Dental  Assistants  Not  Meeting  Continuous  Practice  Requirements    have  been  approved  by  
the  Dental  Board  and  copies  are  enclosed  with  this  edition  of  Board  Business.  

  
Functional  Committee  Reports  

Complaints  Committee  
The  Complaints  Committee  held  meetings  on  February  17,  2014,  March  24,  2014  and  May  8,  2014.  The  decisions  

rendered  at  these  meetings  are  as  follows:  
  

February  17,  2014:      
Case  1:  Deliberation  and  decision  for  a  case  tabled  on  January  24,  2014.  Letter  of  Counsel;  publish  on  a  no-­‐name  

basis.  
Case  2:  Dismissed,  publish  on  a  no-­‐name  basis.  

Case  3:  Decision  tabled  for  deliberation  and  decision  at  a  later  date.  
  

March  24,  2014:  
Case  1:    Decision  tabled  for  deliberation  and  decision  at  a  later  date.  

Case  2:  Letter  of  Caution,  publish  on  a  no-­‐name  basis.  
  

May  8,  2014:    
Case  1:  Deliberation  and  decision  for  a  case  tabled  on  February  17,  2014.  Letter  of  Caution;  publish  on  a  no-­‐name  

basis.  
Case  2:  Deliberation  and  decision  for  a  case  tabled  on  March  24,  2014.  Letter  of  Reprimand;  publish  on  a  no-­‐name  

basis.  

Discipline  Committee  

The  Disciplinary  Hearing  scheduled  for  June  5-­‐7,  2014  was  postponed  due  to  personal  reasons  at  the  request  of  the  
defendant’s  legal  counsel.  

  
Mandatory  Continuing  Dental  Education  (MDCE)  Committee  

Audit  
The  MCDE  audit  was  held  on  February  7,  2014  for  the  three  year  cycle  ending  December  31,  2013.  A  random  

sample  of  seven  dentists  and  eleven  dental  assistants  were  selected  to  participate  in  the  audit.    Following  review  
of  the  submitted  documents  the  Committee  found  the  following:  

  
Dentists:  Three  dentists  had  incomplete  audits  which  were  returned  to  the  dentists  with  the  request  to  properly  

complete  the  audit.    The  dentists  provided  the  required  information  and  have  now  successfully  completed  their  
audits.    

  
Dental  Assistants:  Three  dental  assistants  had  incomplete  audits  which  were  returned  to  the  dental  assistants  with  

the  request  to  properly  complete  the  audit  by  the  April  30,  2014  licensing  deadline.  Two  dental  assistants  
completed  the  audit;  one  was  struck  from  the  Register  for  not  having  sufficient  MCDE  credit  hours  by  the  licensing  

deadline.      
  

Dental  Societies:  Reporting  to  Members  
A  letter  was  sent  to  the  dental  society  presidents  describing  the  importance  of  clarity  when  reporting  MCDE  hours  

for  its  members.    A  template  document  accompanied  the  letter  outlining  the  information  which  needs  be  provided  
to  society  members  for  reporting  MCDE  hours.  A  clear  and  accurate  reporting  of  hours  is  necessary  to  ensure  

licensees  do  not  encounter  difficulty  with  the  audit  process.  
  

CPR  
The  Committee  noted  that  several  licensees  submitted  audit  information  which  did  not  have  the  CPR  course  

requirement.    It  was  decided  by  the  Committee  that  the  three  year  audit  cycle  ending  December  31,  2013  would  
serve  as  a  grace  period  and  that  future  audit  cycles  will  have  the  CPR  course  requirement  enforced.  A  failure  to  

provide  proof  of  the  CPR  requirement  would  mean  an  incomplete  MCDE  status  and  being  struck  from  the  Register  
if  the  CPR  course  is  not  completed  by  the  licensing  deadline.  

  
Dental  Practice  Review  (DPR)  Committee  

Audit  
A  stratified  random  sample  of  dentists  was  selected  to  participate  in  the  2015  audit.  The  DPR  Committee  reviewed  

the  self-­‐assessment  questionnaires  on  March  21,  2014.  Reports  were  issued  to  the  participants  either  notifying  the  
dentists  to  provide  additional  information  to  the  Committee  or  informing  the  dentists  of  their  successful  

completion  of  the  audit.  A  second  stratified  random  sample  of  the  dentists  who  participated  in  the  self-­‐assessment  
survey  were  selected  for  site  visits.  The  DPR  site  visits  should  be  completed  by  October  31,  2014.  

  
Dental  Practice  Review  Amendments  for  2015  

The  Registrar  conveyed  to  the  Board  the  availability  of  Prescription  Monitoring  Program  (PMP)  resources  which  
could  be  utilized  in  DPR  audits.  As  a  result  he  Dental  Board  has  agreed  to  add  a  question  to  the  2015  DPR  self-­‐

assessment  questionnaire  asking  licensed  dentists  if  they  are  enrolled  in  the  Prescription  Monitoring  Program  
(PMP)  resource  tool  “E-­‐access”  for  the  purpose  of  checking  the  prescription  profiles  of  patients  for  controlled    
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Dental  Act  Amended  
On  May  1,  2014  a  legislative  amendment  to  the  Dental  Act  received  Royal  Assent  making  the  Dental  Board  a  body  

corporate.  This  amendment  has  effect  on  and  after  September  8,  1992.  
  

The  Board  is  in  the  process  of  undertaking  a  full  review  of  the  Dental  Act  (1992)  and  the  Regulations  pursuant  to  
the  Act  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  it  up  to  date  with  other  regulated  health  professions  legislation.    

  
Licensing  Report  

As  of  the  May  30,  2014  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Dental  Board  the  number  of  licensed  dentists,  students,  
assistants  and  corporations  are:    

Year      DDS      Students      RDA      Corporations  
2014      548                  11           757                      400  

2013      561                  11           790                      407  
2012      556                  10           780                      381  

2011        537                      9           735                      369  
  

Appointments    
The  following  Functional  Committee  re-­‐appointments  were  performed  at  the  May  30,  2014  meeting  of  the  Dental  

Board:  
  

Complaints  Committee:  Dr.  John  Christie  was  reappointed  as  Chair  and  Ms.  Natalie  Penney  was  reappointed  as  a  
dental  assistant  representative  to  the  Complaints  Committee.  

  
Discipline  Committee:  Ms.  Angela  Worsley  was  reappointed  as  a  dental  assistant  representative  and  Mr.  Rod  

Desborough  was  reappointed  as  a  public  member  to  the  Discipline  Committee.    
  

Consultant  
Dr.  Simone  Abbass  has  resigned  from  the  Complaints  Committee  in  order  to  assume  her  position  as  consultant  for  

investigating  complaints.  The  Registrar  is  currently  investigating  a  complex  complaint  requiring  the  assistance  of  a  
consultant  in  order  to  bring  it  before  the  Complaints  Committee.    

drugs.  This  will  stress  to  licensees  the  value  and  importance  of  PMP  resources  and  promote  dentist  engagement  in  

using  PMP  resources.    
  

Also,  in  2015  the  Dental  Board  has  given  direction  to  the  Registrar  to  obtain  prescriber  profiles  for  controlled  drugs  
from  the  PMP  for  dentists  who  will  receive  site  visits  as  a  component  of  the  DPR  audit.  Reviewing  the  prescriber  

profile  for  controlled  drugs  adds  another  layer  of  security  in  the  realm  of  public  protection  for  controlled  drugs.  
  

Governor  in  Council  Appointments  to  the  Provincial  Dental  Board  
The  agencies,  boards  and  commissions  (ABCs)  for  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia  is  open  for  applications  to  serve  on  

non-­‐adjudicative  ABCs.  The  Provincial  Dental  Board  of  Nova  Scotia  is  a  non-­‐adjudicative  ABC  with  three  dentist,  
two  public  and  one  dental  assistant  members  appointed  by  Governor  in  Council.    

  
  

For  information  please  contact:  
Website:  novascotia.ca/exec_council/abc  

Call:  902-­‐424-­‐4877  
Email:  execcounc@gov.ns.ca  

  
Appeal  

A  dental  assistant  lodged  an  appeal  for  reimbursement  of  the  $101.00  reinstatement  fee  charged  for  late  payment  
of  her  dental  assistant  licensing  fee.  After  careful  consideration  and  thoughtful  discussion  the  Board  reversed  the  

decision  to  charge  the  reinstatement  fee.  The  appellant  was  reimbursed  the  $101.00  by  the  Dental  Board.    
  

Provincial  Dental  Board  Review  and  Comments  on  Legislative  Amendments:  Denturist  Act  
The  Provincial  Dental  Board  had  the  opportunity  to  review  and  provide  commentary  on  the  draft  legislative  

amendments  to  the  Denturist  Act  to  the  Denturists’  Licensing  Board.  The  Dental  Board  is  pleased  that  the  
Denturists’  Licensing  Board  agreed  with  the  Board’s  expert’s  recommendations  and  addressed  these  concerns  in  

the  current  draft  of  the  Denturist  Act.  
  

Provincial  Dental  Board  Review  and  Comments  on  Legislative  Amendments:  Dental  Technologists  Act  
The  Nova  Scotia  Dental  Technicians  Association  (NSDTA)  requested  the  Provincial  Dental  Board  to  review  and  

comment  on  its  draft  legislative  amendments.  The  Dental  Board  sought  expert  opinion  and  provided  to  the  NSDTA    
its  comments  on  the  draft  legislation.    

  
Prescription  Monitoring  Program:  July  2014  Bulletin  

Please  find  enclosed  the  July  2014  edition  of  the  PMP  Bulletin.  This  publication  is  useful  for  PMP  updates.  
  

  
Respectfully  submitted,  

  

  
Dr.  Martin  Gillis,  Registrar  


